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Darebin Parklands was the recent destination for  

6,000 tubestock  (1,500 supplied by Greenlink, 

4,500 by Bungalook) . The cover photo and 

photos on this page were taken by Lee 

McKenzie ŕ Acting Coordinator of Bushland 

Management for the City of Darebin.  

 

Lee coordinated the planting project at Darebin 

parklands in April and  wrote to us to thank us 

for the plants ŗ The stock was fantasticŏŘ 

At a time when MelbourneŚs parklands have 

been needed and appreciated more than ever it 

is great to see the  photos of  the recent planting .

      

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plants included I ndigenous ground covers, 

grasses and mid-storey tube stock. This should  

help improve  the biodiversity.   

 

It is hard to believe that in 1973 the Darebin 

Parklands was bounded by  a municipal tip and a 

weed infested horse paddock! Darebin Parklands 

has been transformed and  is now home to 

echidnas, flying foxes, native fish, 70 species of 

birds and the odd k angaroo.  

The Darebin Parklands Association (dpa.org.au) is 

an active group involved in a number of exciting 

projects, including constructing řpenthouses for 

parrotsŚ and improving water quality so as to 

attract platypus.  
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Over the next year you may see a man at Greenlink 

moving through the rows, intently studying the 

plants ŕ in particular, the flowering plants. You may 

also see him using a sweep net. Dr. Luis Mata is a 

Research Fellow at RMIT University. He and Dr. 

Laura Mumaw are engaged in a study of the insect 

diversity within four indigenous plant nurseries 

representing different bioregions of greater 

Melbourne. We are lucky to have him carrying out 

his investigations at Greenlink . 

The sweep net will enable Luis to quickly c apture 

insects around a plant and take them back to the 

lab for identification. He will use a microscope to 

examine invisible insect diversity. His aim is to 

identify which insects are attracted to which plants 

and when. LuisŚs study is looking exclusively at 

mid-storey plants and ground covers. We will be 

fascinated to find out the results of his research.  

At Greenlink you may see some bee hotels which 

we have constructed with the aim of providing 

habitat for native bees. We asked Luis why no bees 

have so far been attracted and why this seems to 

be the case in many man made bee hotels. Luis 

said there could be many reasons and that this is 

an area of ongoing research. Readers if you know 

of a bee hotel which has attracted native bees can 

you ple ase let us k now!  

This is a Cuckoo or Emerald wasp, a native insect just under a centimetre in length. While it is pretty 
easy to see where the name ñEmeraldò comes from, the ñcuckooô bit is a mite less obvious. 

Like the cuckoo bird, these wasps lay their eggs in other waspsô nests, often mud dauber wasps. Like 
the bird, the newly hatched Cuckoo wasp disposes of the mud wasp offspring, either by starving it of 
food or simply just eating it!  

One of the areas of LuisŚs research is to survey participants in the Gardens for Wildlife program  

In order to  explore the socio -ecological benefits of wildlife gardening.  The survey will invite respondents 

to participate in additional research including plant -insect surveys of their own gardens and citizen 

science. 

 

For volunteers working each week at Greenlink Luis is happy for the citizen science to start now! If you 

see an interesting insect on an indigenous plant at the nursery please get ou t your phone or camera and 

take a photo. Your findings can help to contribute to LuisŚs and LauraŚs research. 

 

 

 

The more you look, the more flies there seem 
to be (é) very small, only a few mls long 
 

 

 

 

 

Study of Insect Diversity at Greenlink     

 



 

 

ŗWith more than one million described extant species, insects represent the most diversified animal 

taxa on planet Earth. Unsurprisingly, insects account for as much as 66 percent of all known animals.  

The core importance to humanity, however, does not reside alone in their diversity, but in the 

ecological roles that they play in structuring mutualistic and trophic networks in almost all terrestrial 

and freshwater ecosystems throughout the biosphere. Moreover, through their capacity to structure 

and fertilise soils, disperse seeds, pollinate flowe rs, regulate weed and pest populations, and provide 

food, insects are arguably the WorldŚs most important contributors of biodiversity-delivered 

ecosystem services.Ř 

The above quote is taken from a summary of řThe Little Things that Run the CityŚ a survey Luis conducted 

in 2015-2017 examining insect biodiversity in the City of Melbourne.  Luis contributed to the final project 

report subtitled řHow do MelbourneŚs green spaces support insect biodiversity and promote insect 

health? Follow the link to this repor t at https://cur.org.au/cms/wp -

content/uploads/2016/06/the -little -things-that-run-the-city-201115-lowres.pdf   

LuisŚs photos, including those recently taken at Greenlink, can be viewed at 

https://www.flic kr.com/photos/dingilingi  

 

 

 

Yellow Dart Butterfly. We are just about 
at the end of Butterfly season for now. 
More in Spring!!. This small butterfly is 
having a drink of nectar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mistletoe Moth Caterpillar. The adult 
moth is very pretty with black and white 
markings and red ósocksô. The caterpillar 
is also quite striking, and as the name 
implies, eats mistletoe  

 

Thank you to Ian Moodie for permission to use his 

photos of insects and the accompanying text.  
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