Greenlink News

March 2020

Your local indigenous nursery
100% run by volunteers
Regular Open Days
Saturday Sales Days

Contact or Visit Us

Tuesdays and Wednesdays
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www.greenlinkboxhill.org

41 Wimmera St

www.facebook.com/

Box Hill North 3129

greenlinknursery

0479 121 653
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(Answered 9:00am -12:00pm

greenlinkboxhill

9.00 am to 12:00 pm plus
Saturdays 18 April, 23 May,
22 August, 19th Sept., and
24th October 2020
(9:00 am -1:00 pm)

Tues & Wed only)

Stay in Touch and
Resources

Christmas Lunch
Greenlink held its annual Christmas
lunch on Wednesday 18 December. We
had a great turn up including volunteers,
members, friends of Greenlink and
politicians from the three levels of
government! This was a very enjoyable
occasion with delicious food, Christmas
hampers and even musical
entertainment thanks to our youngest
volunteers, Jessica and Justin.

The hot day necessitated some serious
erection of shade by our team.
Thank you to all who helped to
contribute to the day including
outstanding cooks, furniture arrangers,
decorators, dishwashers, tarpaulin
riggers and musicians!

In the extreme heat Gabrielle, Rob and
Emi get up close to the cooling sprays
of the Nursery watering system!

Marysville 11 years on

1 Feb 2009 Black Saturday

Tree ferns show first signs of recovery after

Steavenson Falls

Black Saturday bushfires

In the wake of the recent tragic
bushfires it is wonderful to see that
despite the devastation of February
2009, our indigenous plants find a way
to regenerate. This summer we visited
Marysville and were excited to see just
how much regrowth has occurred since
that time. Whilst the towering Mountain
Ash will never be the same, new trees
are finding their way skyward.

Steavenson Falls is lush and green with
beautiful tree ferns but the most
amazing thing was to discover many of
our Greenlink stock species flourishing:
Goodenia Ovata, Wahlenbergia stricta,
Solanum aviculare, Pelargonium australe,
Rubus parvifolius, Viola hederacea,
Dianella tasmanica among others. Just
goes to show the wonder of nature.
(Thanks to Emi and Trevor Eddy for article and
photos)

Blackburn Creeklands

Greenlink has a close association with the Blackburn Creeklands which are situated less
than 2 km SE of the Nursery. The Creeklands is a source of remnant vegetation and we
have supplied the Advisory Committee with plants over many years.

Ephemeral Wetland Plan
The above map and plan are taken from the website of the Blackburn Creeklands
Advisory Committee(www.blackburncreeklands.wordpress.com) The website includes bird
surveys, monthly Park News and how to get involved. There are also beautiful photos of
birds, insects and other creatures. Check it out! If you have not visited this parkland
recently it is well worth a visit to see how effectively many indigenous plants are
naturalizing. We will be very interested to see how the Ephemeral Wetland Plan evolves.

Community Award for Greenlink Member
We were delighted to hear that our long time Member and supporter, Anthea Swann
was awarded a Community Achievement Award at the Whitehorse City Council Australia
Day Awards Ceremony. Anthea has been a loyal and hardworking member of the
Blackburn Creeklands Advisory Committee continuously since 1986 (33 years). She was
treasurer of the committee for 10 years. She has played a significant role in
development of the Blackburn Creeklands Strategic Plan (1997) and The Blackburn
Creeklands Master Plan (2000). Perhaps Anthea’s most significant contribution to the
park and committee is utilising her excellent organisational and writing skills in
community education to publicise the park and activities. Anthea has been a stalwart of
community working bees to restore and enhance the bushland park.
Site of Ephemeral Wetlands

Aside from committing so much volunteer time to the work of the Blackburn Creeklands
Advisory Committee, Anthea is very involved in Ryder-Cheshire, a charitable
organisation devoted to the relief of suffering both in Australia and internationally as
well as other volunteering. Congratulations to Anthea from all of her friends at
Greenlink.

Contact apsyarrayarra@gmail.com or
phone 0430513433
Website: apsyarrayarra.org.au
Facebook: facebook.com/APSYarraYarra

Plants of the Season

Olearia ramulosa
(Twiggy Daisy-bush)

Kennedia prostrata
(Running Postman)

Nicotiana suaveolens
(Scented or Austral tobacco)

Excellent shrub for
sheltered position.
This specimen is growing by
the front gate of the
Nursery in a semi shaded
position. The shrub can
grow up to 2m X 2m and
benefits from pruning.
Masses of white flowers
Sept- Dec. Our bush is still
flowering in early March!

A versatile and showy
plant which can be grown
as a ground cover, a climber
or trailing from pots (as
above at the Nursery).
Covered in bright red pea
flowers Aug-Dec. It will
spread to 1.5m and will
cope with full sun or semi
shade. Drought tolerant
once established.

Fast growing annual herb
flowering now in Nursery
bed. Strongly aromatic dark
green leaves which were
chewed as a substitute for
tobacco. Flowers Spring
and Summer, Sept.-April.
Tubular white to cream
flowers are very fragrant at
night.

Treasurer’s Report
Despite the last couple of months being our traditionally quietest trading time, we
continue to do well and with significant forward orders locked in, we are setting ourselves
for our biggest sales year on record. As previously reported this has enabled us to renew
our infrastructure and give the Nursery a well-earned makeover.
We are now in the process of allocating the funds received from the Community
Environment Grant (Gladys Liu MP) to upgrade seed storage, install new plant mapping
technology and engage our local community in the design and planting of indigenous
gardens.
We were also pleased to be able to donate $250, the proceeds of our biggest sale day for
January to the Victorian Bush Fire Appeal.

Trevor Eddy

President’s Report
It only seems like a couple of days ago that we celebrated Christmas and the New Year and
that our December newsletter went out, and here we are with already almost the first three
months of the year gone. As we all know summer has not been kind to us with extensive
bushfires and extremes of hot weather then solid amounts of rain and very humid days, all
very exhausting for our gardens and plants. Luckily with the larger than normal amounts of
rain and humid days the plants in the nursery as well as our parklands and gardens have all
come through summer looking great at present and with plenty of new shoots/growth.
We ended up last year with a wonderful Christmas party breakup for just over 40 volunteers
and despite the very hot conditions of just under 40 Deg C it was a thoroughly enjoyable
way to finish off the year. Our thanks to everyone who contributed to the day and to all our
volunteers for the great efforts put in during 2019.
We go into 2020 with a full order book for plants from several organizations for Autumn
plantings for revegetation projects. During the weekdays there is a constant stream of
customers and so far our weekday sales are up about 20% on last year. The nursery is well
stocked with plants looking in excellent condition which all goes well leading into the
months ahead and our Autumn Saturday open days on 18/April and 23/May.
Just prior to our Christmas close we were notified by our local federal member for Chisholm
that we had been awarded a Federal Government grant under their Environment
Communities Program for $8,500 to support our efforts to upgrade our seed collection,
storage and data base recording systems. Our thanks to Trevor for all your work in
submitting the application. These funds will allow us to purchase new tablets to map GPS
plant locations throughout the municipality, new climate controlled refrigeration for seed
storage and expanded computer software to enhance our data base of seeds and inventory.
With the large extent of bushfires and their devastation across much of Victoria we decided
to donated the takings from the largest day of sales we had in January - $250.00 to the
bushfire relief fund.
Overall we go into 2020 with what promises to be a busy and rewarding year for Greenlink
and we all look forward to seeing you call in to the nursery for a chat and catch up and see
the improvements that have been taking place during the past few months.

Robert Jones

Gardens for Wildlife – Creating a Wildlife Stepping Stone
A couple of years back my hubby and I were visiting my mum
and asked her if we could plant native plants in her front yard.
We were inspired by her neighbors who had replanted their
front yard with natives many years before and what had once
been a traditional middle suburbia lawn with exotic plants in
garden beds around the edge was now a lovely shady space
with quiet sitting area, bird baths, and a pathway snaking
around amongst the shrubbery.
We started researching plants and where to get them and found the Gardens for Wildife
page on the Whitehorse Council’s website and the websites for the Greenlink and
Bungalook nurseries. Up until that point we had been thinking about native plants, but
these websites introduced us to the concept of indigenous plants – native plants that
belong in our area, that are adapted to the local environment and conditions, and that our
local wildlife already have a relationship with, and seek out for food and shelter.
We started volunteering at Greenlink one morning a week as a way to learn more about the
indigenous plants in Whitehorse and also signed up for a visit by garden guides from
Gardens for Wildlife. Gardens for Wildlife is a volunteer program run by Whitehorse Council
and the intention is to support Whitehorse residents to add plants and features to their
gardens that will create habitat for wildlife. Whitehorse is dotted with parks and bushland,
and urban gardens planted with indigenous plants can play an important role in providing
habitat and foraging stepping stones between these areas.
Garden guides are volunteers with the City of
Whitehorse and as such have been through a
background check and have also received training
through the Gardens for Wildlife program. Two
guides attend each garden visit and they may also
have an additional trainee guide who is coming
along to gain experience in the garden visit process.
March 2018, preparing the
garden area with compost
and mulch

A garden visit is not a landscape design consultation; your guides focus on the elements
that go into creating a garden that is attractive to wildlife. They will discuss what your goals
are for your garden, look at the conditions in your garden (light, existing vegetation, nearby
bushland etc.) and make suggestions for indigenous plants that might work for your goals.
You will also receive a voucher for 20 plants from Greenlink or Bungaloook and a Garden
Report will be emailed to you after the visit with details of what was discussed during the
visit and any supporting information or resources that may be relevant.
As I am away for weeks at a time, it was nearly six months from when we registered with
the Whitehorse Gardens for Wildlife program and when we received our garden visit. We
had already done some work on the garden and planted a lot of plants, and we had been
compiling a list of ideas and questions so I was really excited when we finally scheduled a
time for our garden visit. Along with discussion of other plants we could consider adding to
the garden and what sort of plants might grow in some rather challenging places, our
guides, Graham and Anne were able to identify a mystery eucalypt, verify that some plants I
was wondering about were in fact weeds, and also that we already had indigenous wallaby
grass growing all over the place!
August 2018 - this is one of
the photos from our Gardens
for Wildlife garden report.
There are lots of tiny plants
that we had already planted
and we added more after
the garden visit.

One of our goals for the garden was to attract the small birds that I remember seeing in
our garden during my childhood. During the garden visit I learned that open spaces which
are a feature of many modern gardens favor larger, more aggressive birds.
Small birds need dense shrubby areas to hide from larger birds, cats and foxes, protected
areas to nest and feed and water sources that are close to places where they can hide. With
this in mind we planted an area of medium-sized shrubs that will have dense or prickly
foliage as well as plants that will provide nectar and seeds or attract insects as food
sources. Nearly two years later it is amazing to look back at the garden report and photos
from that visit and see how much our garden has grown and changed.

The garden is still getting established, and it will take a few more years for the shrubby
areas to fill in and provide the small bird habitat we are trying to establish, but it exciting to
see it taking shape.
January 2020 - it’s hard to see the detail,
but a lot of the small trees and large
shrubs are already almost 2 metres
high, and the smaller shrubby plants,
grasses etc. have filled in
the spaces in between.

You can find more info about Whitehorse Council’s Gardens For Wildlife program on the
council website along with some great links and resources, and of course you can also sign
up for your own garden visit: https://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/gardens-for-wildlife
Jan Akeroyd

Greenlink Box Hill Inc.
At Greenlink Box Hill, we value:
• every customer who deals with us and provide exceptional service
• a happy, safe and enthusiastic workplace
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