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Your local indigenous nursery
100% run by volunteers
Regular Open Days
Saturday Sales Days
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
9.00 to 12.00 plus
in 2018 -21st April, 26th May,
18th August, 15th September,
and 27th October

Contact or Visit Us

greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com
41 Wimmera St
Box Hill North 3129
0479 121 653
(Answered Tues & Wed only)

Stay in Touch and
Resources
www.greenlinkboxhill.org
www.facebook.com/
greenlinknursery
www.flickr.com/photos/
greenlinkboxhill

Greenlink Box Hill Inc. Annual General Meeting

Guest Speaker Lincoln Kern
Twenty people attended
Greenlink Box Hill’s AGM
this year which was held on
22 August at Clota Cottage
Neighbourhood House Box
Hill. We were delighted to
have
Lincoln
Kern
Managing
Director
of
Practical Ecology, which
specialises in ecological
restoration. In an excellent
presentation, he shared his
valuable
insights,
his
thoughts on the Whitehorse
Biodiversity Strategy and

his passion for the need to
change.
He highlighted that:
•

Australia has been
identified as one of
the world’s 17 mega
diverse countries.

•

Overall 80% of our
plants and animals
live only in Australia.

•

Up to 45% of our birds
live only in Australia.

Ecological Vegetation Classes – (EVC’s). These define plant communities into common
types that occur in similar environmental conditions throughout Victoria. Each vegetation
class is distinguished by a range of shared features such as topography, soil and vegetation
structure. The most prevalent EVC in Whitehorse is the Valley Heathy Forest which is
endangered. Remnants in Whitehorse include around Mullum Mullum Creek and Blackburn
Lake.
•

We have lost about 98% of the original Whitehorse landscape. We have lost: most
native mammals; most native reptiles; many native birds; most local native plants.

•

Habitat loss is the main cause of loss of flora and fauna. As sites get smaller over time
they lose species. Other factors contributing to loss of flora and fauna include
competition with exotic herbivores, disease and feral predators, mainly foxes and cats
– one of the biggest issues where there is no good bio control and a lack of money
invested in this issue.

New Urban Ecology
Whitehorse contains predominantly streets, houses, lawns and open parkland. The disturbed
ecology has been favourable for some species such as possums and lorikeets whose
populations are secure and expanding. This may however have an impact on other rarer
birds or mammals.

What is missing?
•

Large old trees and hollow bearing trees -33% of mammals, 20% of reptiles and 20%
of birds need hollows to breed.

•

Forests and woodlands with grass, understorey and clumps of shrubs, coarse woody
debris- consisting of logs, twigs, and leaves on the forest floor, which provides
important habitat for reptiles etc. It also encourages growth of rare plants.

•

Riparian corridors shading streams and aquatic habitats- Cool shaded streams
provide habitat for small organisms, amphibians and platypus

•

Large patches and connecting corridors- These are difficult to establish in an urban
context.

Two Success Stories
There are few endangered species living in Whitehorse with two notable exceptions: the grey
headed flying fox and the powerful owl.
Whitehorse Biodiversity Strategy: The biodiversity strategy identifies land in the City which
Council could decide to restore. There are plenty of opportunities for improvement including
Habitat Restoration, Canopy and Land Management and Development of Biodiversity
Corridors. Lincoln Kern

President’s Annual Report 2016/2017
Once again Greenlink has had another very busy and successful year with the day to day
activities of the Nursery running smoothly. Thanks go to all of our volunteers for their
continuous efforts and dedication giving generously of their time to make a difference and
contribute to the community. Our membership stands at 75 people with 4,250 hours of
volunteer work given.
As you know our activity is to grow indigenous plants that are local to the greater Whitehorse
area and over the last year we have propagated just over 30,000 plants with some of our
more popular varieties being Lomandra Longifolia 2,000 plants, Poa Labillardierie, 1,000
pants, Patersonia 850 plants, Viola 900 plants, Enchylaena 1,000 plants, Brachyscome 700
plants, all of these plants were in constant demand which has often outweighed supply.
We have continued to supply plants to various local
schools, councils, Melbourne Water, landscapers and
the local Community and collaborated with Bungalook
Nursery on a couple of joint orders for revegetation work
with Melbourne Water.
Through our vouchers in the Whitehorse Council
calendar, we have also given away around 800 free
plants.
This past year we have seen a noticeable increase in weekday sales with a constant stream
of customers coming into the Nursery.
Overall our financial results are comparable to that of last years and we continue to maintain
a healthy financial situation.

A few of the highlights of the year have been:
•
•

the replacement of our old polyhouses with two new polyhouses and
the upgrade of the watering system within them.

This has meant that over the past 3 years we have been able to manage a complete upgrade
of Nursery with:
•
•
•
•
•

a new watering system
heat beds
shade cloth for the summer months
new polyhouses
a major clean out of all unwanted material

These capital upgrades will serve the Nursery well into the coming years.
We are proud to report that due to our healthy financial situation Greenlink made a donation
to each of the 14 parklands Advisory Committees of up to $800 each for whatever they
wanted to do with the funds to support their efforts in maintaining our parks in Whitehorse.
With the launch in The City of Whitehorse of a Gardens for Wildlife scheme we will be
contributing to this new initiative by providing vouchers for 20 free plants for residents who
sign up to join the scheme.
To finish off the year we held a very relaxing and enjoyable barbeque Christmas party
attended by around 30 people including our local ward councillor Tina Lui.
Earlier this year we held an open day workshop at Maranoa Gardens for the Australia New
Zealand Botanical gardens society.
Council gave us the go ahead to extend the area of parkland along Bushy Creek that we
maintain as display gardens. This covers a new bed to the east of the Nursery boundary
fence which we cleaned up and a small extension to the West of our current area which has
already been planted out.
Boroondara Council continued to purchase a large number of vouchers from us for use by
their local schools and Biodiversity alumni as well as Monash council for their Gardens for
Wildlife program.
Due to the dry weather conditions we have decided not to do our annual planting trip to the
Hammond property at Kilmore and will move this to an autumn planting next year provided
there has been rain at that time.
Thank you to the Parkswide team of the City of Whitehorse and all that they provide to
Greenlink and their continued support to us at the Parkland Forum, Combined nurseries
meeting and Whitehorse Spring Festival.
In closing I would like to express my sincere thanks to all our amazing volunteers for their
efforts and a special thanks to my fellow committee members for their support and dedication,
to the hours contributed to running the nursery and its ongoing success and your willingness
to continue to get things done to have the Nursery take on new idea and keep moving forward.
It has been an honour and privilege to hold the role of President of this organisation for the
past 12 months and I again extend my thanks to you all. Robert Jones

Committee 2017/2018
President: Robert Jones,

Vice President: Emi Luppino,

Secretary: Janet Hodgson,

Treasurer: Trevor Eddy,

Ordinary Members:

Heather Eadon, Karin Godfrey, and
Suzette Hosken (since resigned for family
reasons)

Eric’s Shed

"Greenlink is very grateful
to the late Eric Edwards
through his long time
Carers and our Life
Members
Peter
and
Shirley Dwyer, for an
amazing donation from his
Estate which has allowed
us to erect a shed in his
honour.
Affectionately
named
"Eric's Shed", this new
piece of infrastructure will
provide us with much
needed storage space and
will allow us to create a
protected work area and
install new shelving in our
main shed.

Whilst Eric was unable to
volunteer on a fulltime
basis, over many years
he really enjoyed folding
and "envelope stuffing"
our paper newsletters for
distribution.
He also loved being part
of
our
Volunteer
Christmas Party.
Thank you Eric, you really
have made a difference
to Greenlink"
Trevor

Bungalook Community Nursery - 30 years
Bungalook Nursery –

WCIPP - Whitehorse Community Indigenous
Plant Project Inc
On Friday 15 December, Bungalook Community
Nursery is celebrating 30 years. This is such a great
achievement and Greenlink would like to extend our
congratulations to Bungalook, their members and
volunteers, on their outstanding contribution to the
City of Whitehorse.

Some of our more popular varieties of plants

Viola hederacea

Lomandra longifolia

The native violet, or ivy-leaf
violet is a versatile groundcover that forms a dense
mat. It tolerates dry to moist
soils and full sun to full
shade. Flowers Oct to Dec.

The Spiny-Headed MatRush is a large tussock like
plant.
An
excellent
landscaping plant which
provides habitat for insects
and small animals. Prefers
well-drained soil full sun to
part shade.

Brachyscome multifida

The Cut Leaf Daisy is an
attractive
plant
for
rockeries, containers, and
borders. It prefers moist
clay soils to well drained
soils and full sun to part
shade.

News from the President
Since our AGM, we have
again had a busy time at
the Nursery with just on
1,000 hours of work given
by our volunteers and over
12,000 plants pricked out.
This has ensured that our
benches are well stock with
healthy plants.
Some of our other
highlights have been:
•

•

Whitehorse Council
Spring Festival where
we shared a marquee
with Bungalook Nursery
and Parkswide and
gave away around
1,000 plants to the
public.
The Garden’s for
Wildlife scheme is

running with great
success and plans are
well underway to a
target of 50 gardens to
join in 2018. Greenlink
will keep fully supporting
this scheme with
donations of plants to
assist in enhancing our
environment.
•

Greenlink opened the
nursery on Sat 4th
November for a cuttings
propagation workshop
organised by the City of
Whitehorse for
interested residents.
This was the first of this
type of workshop which
proved to be a great
success and we hope to
see more of them in
2018.

With the festive season fast
approaching I take this
opportunity to wish
everyone a peaceful and
joyous time and bright and
prosperous New Year. A
special thanks to those of
you who continue to
volunteer at the Nursery for
all your efforts, support and
contributions throughout
2017.
The Nursery will be closed
from Thursday 21st
December and reopen on
Tuesday 16th January 2018.
If you have not been to the
Nursery for some time call
in one morning to say hello
and have a look around.
Robert

News from the Treasurer
We are particularly pleased that we continue to see a very solid financial performance over
the past few months. With successful sale days and regular sales during our normal open
hours over past months, we are in a position to further invest for the future and continue our
renewal of outdated infrastructure and essential repairs. This work will contribute to improve
efficiency, effectiveness and OHS as we maintain our focus on a providing a great place for
our Volunteers to work and our Customers to visit.

Thank you to our members and customers for their
continued support in purchasing our plants.
Should any member wish to receive a copy of the
2016/2017 financial report, we would be happy to
forward to you. Trevor

$

News from the Field
The last few months along
Bushy Creek have been
spent weeding and cutting
back the surplus spring
growth - as usual the weeds
never stop growing. The new
display bed to the East of the
Nursery looks great. All the
plants are healthy and
growing with a little help from
frequent watering over the
recent hot days. This is as
much understory planting
which can be done at
present.
This
will
be
complemented with a mass
planting of spring flowering
plants in 2018. This should
provide a great display in the

in Spring of next year and a far
cry from what the park looked
like when this area was
smothered by out of control
clematis microphylla. Other
than
a
couple
of acacias which
probably
need removing (a job for
council), the area to the East
and back of the nursery will be
a mass of colour over the next
couple of months. If is you are
walking along the Bushy
Creek path over the weeks
ahead enjoy our efforts, the
scenery, and stop to have a
look at each plant - which are
always on sale in the Nursery.
Helen

Our friends are back
Welcome back our Tawny Frogmouth family of three. These Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus
strigoides) a family of three, were perched on a tree branch overhanging the nursery. These
species of frogmouth native to and found throughout the Australian mainland and
Tasmania, are big-headed, stocky birds often mistaken for owls due to their nocturnal
habits and similar colouring. The bulk of the Tawny Frogmouth's diet is made up of
nocturnal insects, worms, slugs and snails. Small mammals, reptiles, frogs and birds are
also eaten. Most food is obtained by pouncing to the ground from a tree or other elevated
perch.

Indigenous Gardening in Whitehorse

About this booklet
This booklet has been written by Whitehorse
City Council to encourage landscape
architects, gardeners and landscapers to
adopt sustainable gardening principles by
using indigenous plants commonly found in
Whitehorse. Through the collective effort of
Whitehorse residents planting indigenous
species, we can make a significant impact on
the preservation and enhancement of our
biodiversity.

Whitehorse City Council would like to
acknowledge the volunteers of Blackburn
District
Tree
Preservation
Society,
Whitehorse Community Indigenous Plant
Project Inc. (Bungalook Nursery) and
Greenlink Box Hill Nursery for their efforts in
protecting and enhancing the indigenous
flora of Whitehorse. Information provided by
these groups is included in this guide.
Produced by Whitehorse City Council

When visiting Greenlink pick up your free copy of this booklet.

Greenlink Box Hill Inc
At Greenlink Box Hill, we value:
•

every customer who deals with us and provide exceptional service

•

a happy, safe and enthusiastic workplace

•

the high quality of our plants

•

the contribution that everyone makes to our success

•

honesty and ethics in all of our dealings with customers and each other

Greenlink Box Hill Inc. Reg No. A0018547D
President: Robert Jones,

Vice President: Emi Luppino,

Secretary: Janet Hodgson

Treasurer: Trevor Eddy,

Ordinary Members: Heather Eadon, Karin Godfrey,
Newsletter editor: Emi Luppino.

