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News from the president 

Greenlink ended 2016 on a 
high note having installed 
two new polyhouses, had a 
big clean-up of the Nursery, 
and a very successful 
Christmas party with 34 
people attending including 
our local ward Councillor 
Tina Liu. The weather on 
the day was kind to us, we 
ate great food and had a 
very enjoyable day with all 
the volunteers. I would like 
to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who 
assisted with setting up, 
arranged the food for the  

day and cleaned up 
afterwards, with a special 
thanks to Emi for all the 
work that she put in (great 
range of salads and the 
lucky dip prizes). All of your 
efforts made for the 
success of this party as an 
acknowledgement to our 
volunteers, including 
ourselves as committee 
members. 

Seed collection has almost 
finished with Heather 
training Anne, Janet, 
Graham and myself in how 
to go about collecting seed,	

Thank you to our dedicated and to complete but at the end it will then be simply a matter of keeping the data up to date as we 
collect new seeds. It might also be interesting at the end of this exercise to put a $ value on our 
seed stock as this is one of our greatest assets. 

Karin has been looking at a modification to the layout of the plants within the Nursery so that we 
can fit the wetland (pond) plants onto the shelves. At the same time, we are looking at culling 
back the numbers of trees we stock to one rack of each, apart from the popular selling Acacias.	

so then we can spread this 
work load for next season’s 
collection period. Anne and 
Heather have taken on 
creating a database of 
seeds collected and begun 
to tackle the back log of 
collected seed in the 
fridges so that it is entered 
into the system, weighed 
and labelled. We will then 
be able to obtain a more 
accurate update of what we 
have in our seed bank and 
the quantity of each variety 
of seed. This is a slow job 
and will take a few months 	



	
Add some bold colour to your garden with these lovely locals: 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

What customers are now looking for is more in the range of flowers and shrub varieties and not 
tall growing trees. Whilst the task of redesigning the layout is not too involved, the behind-the-
scenes work of making new row signs, new stock take row-by-row records, updating the NMS 
database and a new local directory will all take some work, not to mention the physical task of 
moving the plants. 

Overall our volunteers have done a great job in keeping the Nursery weed free; the weeds this 
year have had a great growing season! Fresh seed planting is underway to ensure we have 
stocks to prick out as the cooler months approach. Current orders have all been picked and we 
are just awaiting details for National Tree Day orders. 

Our Autumn sales days are approaching for April and May and we will ensure that the Nursery 
is in top condition for these days.   Continued on page 4.	

Common Correa. A hardy 
and attractive shrub for dry 
shady positions. Both red 
and green varieties. Likes 
being pruned. Variable form. 
Size: h0.3-2m x w1-2m 

Golden Wattle. Australia’s 
floral emblem, a stunning 
and fast-growing small tree. 
Likes pruning when young. 
Full sun to semi-shade. 
Size: h3-10m x w2-5m	

Long purple-flag. A 
clumping herb with flat, 
bright green leaves. Plant at 
least 5 or more together for 
a vibrant spring and summer 
display.	

Correa reflexa Acacia pycnantha Patersonia occidentalis 



Finances continue to be strong with the main item of expenditure for this year to be a new 
storage shed where the pond used to be. Pete and Shirley have indicated that they will be 
covering some of the costs of this shed in memory of Eric, which is a lovely gesture. 

As the weather starts to cool down in the next month or so, we can start work on the 
development of the display bed to the east of the Nursery that Council have agreed for us 
to look after. This area was previously swamped with Clematis decipiens, an indigenous 
climber that has turned into a proper pest. The Clematis is now gone and this will be an 
opportunity for our volunteers to spend some time in the parklands, planning and planting 
the new display area. 

I have had some conversations with Jill as to what Greenlink can grow for her farm in 
Kilmore this year (our 24th visit). We’ve settled on a patch of Themeda triandra, kangaroo 
grass, interspersed with local wildflowers including Xerochrysum viscosum, sticky 
everlasting, which will look stunning. We’ve obtained local seed from the Goulburn Broken 
Indigenous Seed Bank, which we can now sow. 

We had an unfortunate problem a few weeks ago… A knapsack fell off the bench in the 
shed and smashed the outlet pipe from the water pump, which then pumped continuously 
for many hours and flooded the shed. Just by pure luck a couple of us came into the 
Nursery that day to sort some seeds and found the problem. Trevor and I with the 
assistance of Brian repaired the damage to stop the water and the next day Trevor and 
Brian, after much effort, got the watering system back up and running. Luckily no damage 
was done and no plants were lost though lack of water. If you ask Trevor about the story 
when you come into the nursery, he’ll give you the extra details, which include mud, an ill-
placed eucalyptus seed pod and evicted redback spiders! 

Overall everything is running smoothly. We have the capacity to now take on new projects 
around the Nursery to ensure we are able to maintain our high level of service to our 
customers, and keep the nursery and its surrounds in top conditions. Well done to everyone 
and our volunteers for the difference you are all making. Robert Jones 	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Brian Pell cuts the ribbon to declare the polyhouse open. Robert Jones and Brian with local councillor Tina Liu 



	
	
	

	
The parklands outside the 
nursery look quite good 
after the summer. There 
has not been much 
damage through heat and 
windstorms as is often 
the case. The Council 
removed one large 
branch which fortunately 
did not fall onto a 
neighbour’s back fence. 
Otherwise we have tried 
to tidy by trimming and 
pruning. And weeding.  

Again, the lythrum looked 
spectacular, as it does 
every year. But it now 
needs cutting down. We 

hope the boys from 
Nadrasca are available, 
as it is a lot of work, but 
the results are worth it. 
We get many comments 
and much appreciation 
from passers-by. 

All our new beds, west 
and east, are ready for 
some planting once the 
cooler and wetter weather 
arrives. 

Our plant name tags have 
taken a battering. Either 
they rot in the ground 
since they are wooden, or 
are joyfully kicked out. 

We try to keep up with 
replacing them.  

We may be winning the 
war with the Clematis 
decipiens, small-leaved 
Clematis. It just needs 
frequent digging out when 
new shoots appear. 

As for the pond, we will 
weed it, but other than 
that we think we will leave 
it even though the plants 
are very dense. It is not 
for fish and the frogs are 
happy hiding in the 
greenery.  

Helen and Ted 

	
	

News from the field 

Wetland behind the nursery 



	
	
	
	

	
	
Over the last 3 months we have pricked out 1,081 seedlings, which is far less than our 
normal average of around 10,000 plants per quarter. The installation of our new polyhouses 
caused a hiccup (see below), but we do have sufficient stocks of plants in the Nursery at 
present, so we are not concerned by these numbers. We have just on 22,000 plants on the 
shelves. Sowing has restarted to ensure we will have a steady ongoing supply to restock 
the shelves over the cooler months.  
 
We’ve been removing mountains of rubbish from the nursery, including the old polyhouses 
and the pond on the west side of the shed. The pond plants have been moved to the 
normal benches and are doing very well. In fact, they are looking in better condition than 
when they were in the pond, which we struggled to keep weed-free. Interestingly, in the last 
month we have sold over 100 pond plants since taking them out of the pond, compared to 
sales of 10 plants for the whole of last year. 
 
One of the things we have noticed with the new polyhouses is that the micro climate in 
them is hotter than in the old polyhouses as the newer plastic cover is clearer than the old 
one. The extra heat and light caught us by surprise and we lost a few trays of seedlings that 
looked like they’d been cooked. This will take a bit of getting used to on our part in how we 
handle the watering, ventilation and the length of time we are holding plants in the 
polyhouse.  
 
With the assistance of Ben Harris, Trevor and I reinstalled the watering system in the 
polyhouses. Ted has also taken care to realign the guttering on the polyhouses so that we 
can now catch the roof water and it will flow into our underground storage tank. 
 
With the general clean up and the new polyhouses, the Nursery is looking the best I have 
seen and we have set ourselves a new standard to maintain. All is looking great going 
forward to our first Saturday sale day of the year. 
 
Volunteers hours were a total of 863 comprising of 259 in Dec, 278 in Jan and 326 in Feb. 
	
Robert Jones 
	
	

News from the nursery 



 
	

	
	

Talk on ‘Gardens for Wildlife’ by Irene Kelly 

When: Monday 20th March 

Time: 7pm 

Where: Yarran Dheran Visitors Centre Ashburton Drive Mitcham 

Irene Kelly, of Knox Environment Society, and Nadine Gaskell from Knox Council were the 
creators of this program, which has been running for 10 years. It has been very successful 
and well supported by the community in the City of Knox. 

Irene has kindly agreed to come and talk to us to inform us of the details of the program, 
how it is run and what the achievements have been, so we can evaluate if we would like it 
to be rolled out here in Whitehorse. 

The Yarran Dheran Advisory Committee has kindly agreed to make the Visitor Centre 
available for the information session. 

RSVP- Anne at  makhijaniaj@optusnet.com.au	
 
 
 

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Local events 



	
	
	

 

At Greenlink Box Hill, we value: 

• every customer who deals with us and provide exceptional service 
• a happy, safe and enthusiastic workplace 
• the high quality of our plants 
• the contribution that everyone makes to our success 
• honesty and ethics in all of our dealings with customers and each other 
 
Greenlink Box Hill Inc. Reg No. A0018547D 

President: Robert Jones, Vice President: Heather Eadon, Secretary: Janet Hodgson  

Treasurer: Trevor Eddy, Ordinary Members: Suzette Hosken, Karin Godfrey, Emi Luppino 

Greenlink Box Hill Inc 


