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Greenlink News 

Your local indigenous nursery 
100% run by volunteers 

Regular Open Days 
Saturday Sales Days	

Contact or Visit Us	 Stay in Touch and 
Resources	

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
9.00 to 12.00 plus 
September 10th 
October 8th 
November 5th	

greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com 
41 Wimmera St 
Box Hill North 3129 
0479 121 653  
(Answered Tues & Wed only) 
 

www.greenlinkboxhill.org 
www.facebook.com/ 
greenlinknursery 
www.flickr.com/photos/ 
greenlinkboxhill 
	



Greenlink Box Hill AGM	

Guest Speaker Dr Graeme Lorimer: PhD, BSc (Hons), F.AirQual 
	

Twenty-nine people 
attended Greenlink Box 
Hill’s AGM this year. These 
numbers were swelled 
significantly due to the 
calibre of our guest 
speaker: Dr Graeme 
Lorimer. He certainly didn’t 
disappoint. Graeme treated 
us to a most thought-
provoking hour and twenty-
minute talk. The title was 
intriguing from the start: 
“Provenance – How well do 
Greenlink’s plants and 
destinations match 
Greenlink’s philosophy?” 
Graeme began by posing 
some questions: 

Some questions: What 
should Greenlink aim to 
achieve? What role does 
provenance play? And can 
Greenlink achieve more? 
He invited comment and 
questions from the 
audience throughout his 
talk which led to great 
engagement amongst the 
crowd. Graeme outlined the 
benefits of volunteering at 
an indigenous nursery, and 
with contributions from the 
group, these reasons were 
many. This was a 
confidence-building start, 
with lots of positive reasons 
,   

	
There are also great benefits to the community and nature: we are saving plants from local 
extinction by keeping a critical mass of the plant population; providing wildlife habitat and 
maintaining stepping stones and biodiversity corridors for animal movement; we are helping 
others connect with nature by selling the plants; and we are helping to maintain an indigenous 
theme in some of the local landscape. Graeme quoted our founder, Minette Russell-Young, to 
us: “it is desperately important for the sake of future generations that we try to put some native 
landscape back”. Minette wrote this in 1994, which was early days for Greenlink Box Hill. 

including bringing us closer 
to nature, allowing 
nurturing, connectedness 
and belonging; the 
satisfaction of seeing a 
plant grow from seed, to 
being pricked out, to being 
sold to a happy customer; 
the benefit to personal well-
being, health and quality of 
life; the learning that we 
can take on board, if we 
choose, leading to an 
active mind; the joy of 
socialising with like-minded 
people and working in a 
team of people who all 
have different skills, talents 
and interests. 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

After that warm, confidence-building start, Graeme then started asking the hard questions. As 
preparation for his talk, I supplied Graeme with Greenlink’s plant list. He queried the 
provenance of many of our plants and thanks to our historical record-keeping, I was able to tell 
him exactly where the original specimens were collected. Greenlink’s collecting zone is rather 
broad, but many members may not be aware of this. So where are the boundaries of our local 
provenance? 

Ficinia nodosa (pictured on the previous page) is a saline species that was collected at Yarra 
Bend Park near Dights Falls. Knobby club-rush does just fine without the salt and grows well in 
our local environment, but should Greenlink be growing and selling it? 

Ptilotus spathulatus, pussy tails, was collected from the golf course at Yarra Bend Park, but 
Graeme assures us that these specimens were planted there and their original provenance was 
from much further west. We grow small numbers of this plant but it is generally snapped up with 
delight by customers when in full “fluffy tail” mode. But should we be selling it?	

Graeme Lorimer Vittadinia sp. Ptilotus spathulatus 

Both of our Vittadinias are questionable with their natural range again further west and north. 
 
Brachyscome multifida, cut-leaf daisy, is loved by many and rightly so. We can’t keep up with 
demand for this plant. But it does not grow naturally in the greater Whitehorse area; it is a 
foothills plant. It grows across much of Victoria, but not in our little patch, so should we be 
growing it especially when other indigenous nurseries that are within its range do sell it?	



	
	
By this stage of Graeme’s 
talk, many of us were 
looking at each other with 
considerable alarm.  

Graeme then changed 
tack slightly and talked 
about genetics and the 
constant reviewing of 
species that keeps 
botanists busy. The gist 
was that we really should 
be collecting specimens 
from as close to our area 
as possible because the 
likelihood of plants being 
reclassified as different 
species increases the 
further afield you go.  

Now add some climate 
change and our altered 
environment into the mix. 
Pandorea pandorana and 
Clematis decipiens are 
“going nuts”. They are 
now out of balance and 
are doing their best to 
take over. We have good 

examples of this along 
Bushy Creek path 
(pictured next page). 
Many of our indigenous 
plants won’t survive in the 
medium to long term. But 
others will do very well. 
Our challenge is to notice 
and think about these 
things.  

And then there’s the 
problem with Correas. 
They are madly 
hybridising and what we 
know as Correa reflexa is 
actually a grab-bag of 
different varieties that are 
too hard to split up. 
Correa hybrids are 
contaminating the few 
remnants remaining. An 
examination of 
Greenlink’s Correas is 
needed. 

In addition to being a 
botanist, ecologist and air 
pollution scientist, 

Graeme is also an 
astrophysicist. This gives 
him great perspective; a 
“cosmic overview of 
things”. Does provenance 
at this scale really 
matter? Well, yes, it does 
matter. Graeme showed 
us a delightful 2-minute 
movie with the first 
person voice being that of 
mother earth. The 
message was that nature 
is prepared to evolve, but 
are we? 

There are now small 
resources remaining of 
indigenous plants in our 
area, which leads to the 
question of breeding. 
Either there is inbreeding 
or no breeding. In this 
case, inbreeding is better 
than no breeding. We 
don’t want to lose any 
more species.  Nature will 
evolve.

Brachyscome multifida cut-leaf daisy 



We should redress tiny, genetically isolated populations by planting with similar stock from 
nearby, similar environs. These populations need a little help to remain sustainable or they 
will die out. Self-sustaining is ideal, but if help is needed from us, we should give it. 

A large number of Greenlink plants end up in backyards. Again, a self-sustaining population 
is the ideal, even in a backyard. But if the plants last one season and need replanting the 
next, that’s fine, that’s “gardening”. But we really want to recreate the natural environment 
where it can look after itself. 

So many questions were posed during Graeme’s talk. I’d like to invite members to write to 
us and tell us what you think. Greenlink’s founders started the nursery in 1988 with the best 
knowledge available at the time. But we now have much more research and knowledge 
available to us. So should we continue doing what has been done in the past? Should 
Greenlink continue to grow the questionable species? Just where should our provenance 
boundary be? Graeme’s talk was deliberately thought-provoking. He has given us a great 
gift by helping and encouraging us to think about these issues. Sincere thanks to Dr 
Graeme Lorimer for sharing his knowledge, enthusiasm and time with us and for “poking 
our brains”. 

Suzette Hosken 

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Clematis decipiens small-leafed clematis “going nuts” 



	
 

 

 

 

Greenlink has had another productive year. We’ve settled into a comfortable routine 
having established new procedures last year. Day to day activities in the nursery are 
running very well. Membership stands at 84. Volunteer hours for the last year were 4300. 
That is a mighty effort and sincere thanks to you all. We value every contribution whether 
it’s once a week, four times a week or four times a year. I’m delighted that we’ve 
welcomed young adults from Nadrasca and their carer to Greenlink.  

Greenlink’s primary activity is to grow indigenous plants that are local to the greater 
Whitehorse area. Over the last year we’ve propagated 40888 plants. The big ticket items 
are 2930 Lomandra longifolia, 2293 Poa labillardierei, 1992 Poa ensiformis and 1523 Carex 
appressa. We produced 995 Brachyscome multifida which didn’t come close to demand 
for this popular plant.  

We filled large numbers of orders for schools, kindergartens, councils, individuals and also 
Melbourne Water. We’ve enjoyed collaborating again with all at Bungalook Nursery to 
produce a large order for Melbourne Water. 

Seed collection was challenging last season with the humidity affecting many species, 
which produced poor seeds or none at all. We’ll have a big focus on seed collecting this 
season and hope for better conditions. 

We continued maintaining and enhancing the bushland around the nursery and along 
Bushy Creek path. We’ve recommenced looking after the garden around Kerrimuir 
Neighbourhood Centre. We’ve planted in the Gawler Chain parklands. We are working on 
a planting project at Slater Reserve. Different combinations of volunteers have been 
involved in all these activities. 

There has been a huge amount of tidying and de-cluttering around the nursery making it 
safer, more attractive and giving us more usable space. 

The watering system has been redone and the heat beds replaced with a covered head 
bed and a heat blanket. Thanks to Bendigo Bank sponsorship of $1000 we’ve 
commissioned a new logo, a new sign and have new sandwich boards in the pipeline. It’s 
satisfying to be able to put back into the nursery without touching our capital. Greenlink 
sponsored Lincoln Flynn, the graphic designer who created our new logo, for his entry to 
MIFGS. Like Nicky last year, he did very well indeed taking home a couple of awards. 

Boroondara Council purchased a large number of gift vouchers for their residents and 
schools. Monash Council also purchased gift vouchers for their residents. We ran a 

President’s annual report 2015/2016 Suzette Hosken 



workshop for the Boroondara Backyard Biodiversity alumni. We hosted student visits from 
Koonung SC and Bialik College. 

We joined Canterbury Girls SC for Schools Tree Day planting and supplied plants for many 
other schools thanks to the vouchers from Boroondara. We really believe that spending 
time with school children is a valuable way to fulfil Greenlink’s purposes.  

We’ve had our 23rd planting trip to the Hammond property in Kilmore where we grow 
plants from local seed and send a team annually to plant them. We’ve really enjoyed this 
relationship and every Greenlink volunteer who has been involved in this over the last 23 
years can feel very proud of this contribution. Planted areas have now formed their own 
complete ecosystems and sustain themselves. One more outstanding job for us is to 
collect all the pesky tree guards. 

Thank you to ParksWide for their continued support. We enjoy our involvement with the 
Council via the Parkland’s Forum, Combined nurseries meeting and Whitehorse Spring 
Festival. We are especially grateful to Wayne and Kate for the continued supply of potting 
media and propagation mix. We also appreciate Wayne’s words of encouragement and 
advice. 

The Committee is a terrific group of people working together as a team to run the 
association and nursery. It’s been an absolute pleasure to work with and get to know this 
wonderful group of people. Thank you to the committee for your dedication and 
willingness to get stuff done.  

I’d like to finish with the set of values that we created for Greenlink. 

 At Greenlink Box Hill, we value: 

• every customer who deals with us and provide exceptional service 
• a happy, safe and enthusiastic workplace 
• the high quality of our plants 
• the contribution that everyone makes to our success 
• honesty and ethics in all of our dealings with customers and each other 

Thank you again to our wonderful volunteers and to our members for their support. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
General Comment 
 
Figures show that the financial year 2015/16 has been a very successful one. The increase 
in Sales and subsequent revenue as well as having a full fiscal year of trading without a 
paid employee has enabled some significant and long overdue Capital Investment in the 
Nursery infrastructure and has seen an uplift of around $33,000 in Equity.  Our trading 
surplus provided scope to continue reinvesting and increasing our term deposit base as 
well as redesigning a new logo and rebranding our Greenlink livery. 
 
Income 
 

1. Sales Revenues increased by around $4,500 YOY. It should be noted for future 
planning there has been a significant shift in the Sales Mix with Invoiced Sales 
increasing by 9% to 58% and Sales Day Revenue down by 6% to 11% of Total 
sales. Whilst week day sales % was slightly down, the $ figure was fairly stable. 

2. Despite Term Deposit interest rates being lower over the period, increased 
investment and a systematic approach to roll-overs has seen an increase in interest 
received as well as a reduction in the number of Term Deposit Accounts held. 

3. Membership Fees were almost identical to the previous financial year. Annual Fees 
were raised slightly to cover increased member communication expenses. We had 
84 paid up members as at 30/6/2016 

 
Expenses 
 

1. Successful negotiations with AGL and Yarra Valley Water have seen a reduction in 
costs to these utilities. Account rebates from Yarra Valley Water for overcharge of 
Sewerage Discharge Factor will mean that we can expect to have zero water 
expense for the 2016/17 financial year.  

2. The major expense item for the Financial year, was planned Capital Expenditure of 
almost $15,000. This expense covered a new watering system and controller, 
replacement of heat beds, and creation of new Greenlink branding. 

3. Co-ordinator expenses are no longer applicable 
 
I confirm that accounts have been reviewed for correctness and all income and 
expenditure has been included and apportioned correctly for the financial year 
2015/16. I also confirm that all Regulatory requirements have been met. 
 
 
For a copy of the minutes or financial statements in full please email 
greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com	
	
	

Treasurer’s annual report 2015/2016 Trevor Eddy 
	



Following on from the guest speaker and president’s and treasurer’s reports, all committee 
positions were declared vacant and Brian Pell conducted the election for new office 
bearers. Greenlink’s new committee is: President – Robert Jones, Vice President – Heather 
Eadon, Treasurer – Trevor Eddy, Secretary – Janet Hodgson, Ordinary Members – Emi 
Luppino, Suzette Hosken and Karin Godfrey.  
 
Sincere thanks go to Helen Treeby who has retired from the committee. She has worked 
behind the scenes on the committee for 9 years, many as memberships officer, a most 
significant contribution. Thank you Helen. 

	

	

Greenlink volunteers had their annual trip to Kilmore to plant around 400 local native shrubs 
and trees. As mentioned in the president’s report, this was the 23rd visit. It was Lily Bu’s first 
visit, however, and she sent us the following: 

My day spent at Kilmore was quite unique and very refreshing. The weather was lovely, the 
land was interesting and the people made pleasant company. When we had finished planting, 
looking back and seeing trails of our hard work brought me a great sense of achievement; the 
feeling of being part of something bigger than myself. All in all, a worthwhile experience to get 
to know our native farmland as well as the Greenlink community.  

Annual visit to Kilmore	



	
	
	
	

 
At Greenlink Box Hill, we value:	

• every customer who deals with us and provide exceptional service 
• a happy, safe and enthusiastic workplace 
• the high quality of our plants 
• the contribution that everyone makes to our success 
• honesty and ethics in all of our dealings with customers and each other 
 
Greenlink Box Hill Inc. Reg No. A0018547D 
President: Robert Jones, Vice President: Heather Eadon, Secretary: Janet Hodgson, 
Treasurer: Trevor Eddy, Ordinary Members: Emi Luppino, Suzette Hosken, Karin Godfrey 
 

Greenlink Box Hill Inc.	


