Greenlink News

June 2017

Your local indigenous nursery
100% run by volunteers
Regular Open Days
Saturday Sales Days
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
9.00 to 12.00 plus
August 19th
September 16th
October 28th

Contact or Visit Us

greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com
41 Wimmera St
Box Hill North 3129
0479 121 653
(Answered Tues & Wed only)

Stay in Touch and
Resources
www.greenlinkboxhill.org
www.facebook.com/
greenlinknursery
www.flickr.com/photos/
greenlinkboxhill

2017 Chisholm Volunteer Awards
Greenlink is very proud to
announce that two of our
members, the President
Robert Jones and our
Treasurer Trevor Eddy,
received
the
Chisholm
Volunteer Award 2017 on
Thursday 8th June at a
ceremony in Burwood. Both
members were recognised
for the fantastic work, time
and energy that they
devote to Greenlink. We
would like to congratulate
both of them.
Special
congratulations
goes to Trevor who also
won
the
Chisholm

won
the
Chisholm
Volunteer of the Year
Award for the great work
that he is doing with
numerous
Community
Groups in Chisholm and
other regions. He was
nominated by two of those
groups:
Greenlink
and
Burke and Beyond. The
awards were presented by
the Hon Julie Bishop,
Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Julia Banks MP for
Chisholm.
A bit about our worthy
members:

Robert joined Greenlink in
2013 as a volunteer and
became the President in
2016. Robert is a great
contributor to Greenlink; he
unselfishly gives his time
and effort to ensure that all
the customers are given
excellent
service.
He
ensures that all of the
weekly
tasks
are
undertaken,
including
processing of customer
orders,
invoicing
and
ensuring plants are ready
for collection.

Robert also attends to many, many more tasks outside of
nursery hours. He has a good relationship with and works
closely with the various councils, parklands groups, and
other nurseries.
Trevor joined Greenlink in 2012 as volunteer and became
Treasurer 2014. Trevor is a caring, patient and very
generous man, especially with his time dedicated to
Greenlink. Apart from his treasurer duties, Trevor has
become the “go to” person for everything that happens at
Greenlink whether big or small, including managing the
watering system, managing the corporate side of the
nursery, dealing with and maintaining public liability
insurances, working and negotiating with utilities and local
government and ensuring that all mandatory reporting to
Consumer Affairs, Australian Charities and the Not for

Profit Commission is complete. Trevor really gets his hand dirty dealing with all the
maintenance issues and took on the enormous task of cleaning up the whole nursery and
disposing of all the hard waste. Trevor is well respected by all volunteers and customers
and makes himself available 24 hours a day if needed. The community spirit and
contribution which we see at Greenlink is the same he shows in the many organisations he
works with. Emi [photos by Emi Luppino]

Greenlink Box Hill Inc. Annual General Meeting
We’d like to invite all members to join us at our 2017 Annual General Meeting

7.30pm Tuesday 22nd August
Clota Cottage, 31 Clota Avenue Box Hill
We are delighted to announce that our guest presenter is Lincoln Kern with the talk:

Indigenous Biodiversity in Urban Areas and the Whitehorse
Biodiversity Strategy for Council-managed Land — Enhancing
Native Vegetation and Wildlife Habitat in the Suburbs
Lincoln Kern is a botanist, ecological consultant and
managing director of Practical Ecology Pty Ltd, which has
provided land management, ecological restoration and
ecological consultancy services across Victoria since
1993. Practical Ecology has worked as a bushland
management contractor and done numerous consultancy
projects for Whitehorse City Council since the late 1990’s.
Lincoln will discuss the current state of indigenous
biodiversity in Melbourne and Whitehorse, the potential for
improvement of urban habitat and the background of the
Whitehorse Biodiversity Strategy for Council Managed
Land.
Lincoln’s talk will be followed by a light supper and chat.
Please RSVP your attendance for catering purposes to
greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com by Monday 21st August.

News from the president
We have started off this year on a very strong note with continued good weekday sales, two
successful Saturday sale days and around the equivalent of two full benches worth of
plants being picked for customers’ orders. This has reduced some of our stocks to zero in a
few cases and we are busy planting out fresh seed trays and making the maximum use of
our heat beds to speed up germination in an effort to have the benches full by spring and to
supply existing orders for spring collection.
We continue to get a good number of new people wanting to join our team of volunteers,
which makes for an enjoyable time at the Nursery on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings,
with lots of cheery people. Thanks to everyone who comes along and volunteers; your
efforts are noticed and your contribution makes a difference.
We mentioned in the last newsletter that we have removed the Clematis decipiens from a
garden bed to the east of the nursery. This area had been left to settle, but now we are
ready to have a final working bee to weed, do a little landscaping and then plant. With the
nearby playground now being upgraded, the Bushy Creek trail will soon be looking terrific.

Our Saturday sales days in April and May were enjoyable with both our local Elgar Ward
Councillors, Tina Liu and Blair Barker, calling in to say hello and see how Greenlink is
going. These two days resulted in sales of just over $2,100 and again lots of compliments
from our customers as to the condition of the Nursery. Our next Saturday open day is on
the 19th of August.

The City of Whitehorse is about to launch a Gardens for Wildlife scheme (see page 6 for a
report on the information session). Both Bungalook and Greenlink will be supporting this
development and will be giving 20 free plants to people who sign up to join the scheme.
The launch of the scheme should be announced in the local papers within the coming
weeks.
On 22nd of May we opened the nursery for a visit from 23 members of the City of
Boroondara’s Backyard Biodiversity scheme (very similar to what we are trying to start in
Whitehorse). We gave them a tour of the nursery, including a look at the seed stocks,
seedhouse, polyhouse and surrounding bushland. These Boroondara residents had all had
visits from landscape designers who then supplied each resident with a plan and a list of
plants to purchase. They were then able to see how the plants look at maturity as most are
planted outside the nursery in the surrounding bushland. It was a most rewarding afternoon
and again there were lots of compliments as to the way the nursery looks and the good
work of all the volunteers. Boroondara, unlike Whitehorse, has no community nursery.

With finances remaining strong, Greenlink Committee has offered an overall donation of
$10,000 to be shared among the 14 Parkland Advisory Committees. This donation is in line
with Greenlink’s purposes and we are delighted to be in a position to make this happen.
These funds are now being distributed to each of the groups and Greenlink trusts that this
donation will assist them to continue their great work in preserving our precious indigenous
flora. Residents may not realise just how much work these voluntary groups do or which
parklands are involved. The groups are Antonio Park, Bellbird Dell, Blackburn Creeklands,
Blackburn Lake, Buckanbe Park, Campbells Croft, Cootamundra Walk, Halliday park,
Harding Street Reserve, RE Gray Reserve, Heatherdale Creek Parklands, Wandinong
Sanctuary, Wurundjeri Walk and Yarran Dheran.
At this stage, even though we are short on some plant species, everything is running
smoothly, our heat beds are at maximum capacity, seeds are being sown, seedlings
continue to pricked out, plants are being sold and with a little extra sunshine to warm the
polyhouses, our stock with be replenished in Spring.
Once again, well done to everyone and our volunteers for the difference you are all making.

Talk on ‘Gardens for Wildlife’ by Irene Kelly
The Gardens for Wildlife program has been running for ten years in Knox Council. In fact,
every council immediately surrounding the City of Whitehorse has some sort of program
that supports residents to plant indigenous gardens. This talk, on the 20th of March, was
arranged by Anne Makhijani as a first step in trying to get a similar scheme running within
the City of Whitehorse.
Seven people from Greenlink attended the evening at Yarran Dheran visitor information
centre and over all there were around 30 people in attendance, mainly from various parks
advisory committees and Bungalook Nursery along with Millie Wells (Tree Education
Officer) from the City of Whitehorse.
The evening’s talk was presented by Irene Kelly, who was one of the architects of the Knox
Gardens for Wildlife program. The aim of their scheme is for residents to set aside a portion
of their garden for habitat for wildlife using indigenous plants to create stepping stones
between the bushland areas of the City for the movement of wildlife. In Knox, there is only
approximately 5% of remnant species left and much of this is now in private ownership.
The program started in
2005 with 10 people and a
$15,000 contribution from
Knox Council and support
for Knox Environment
Society
Nursery.
The
scheme now has 700
households participating,
is still sponsored by the
City of Knox with an
Photo: H Eadon annual grant of $15,000,
the services of a Gardens
for Wildlife Officer, and has its own momentum amongst the volunteers to keep the scheme
going as self-generative.
People interested to join the scheme get a visit from a council officer and 2 volunteers
(sometimes only the volunteers) and they are then given a written garden assessment of
suggestions developed around what the resident wants to achieve, for example, more
butterflies, lizards, birds etc. After they decide to go ahead they are given a package of
information, support of volunteers to answer any further questions and a voucher from Knox
Environment Society Nursery for 20 free plants along with ongoing garden and local wildlife
information.
There has been much encouraging movement forward since this meeting in March and
both Bungalook and Greenlink nurseries have committed to supply plants for the program.
We expect information on the new scheme to be made public within the next month. Robert

News from the nursery
Over the last 3 months we
have pricked out 8,508
seedlings (1,757 in March,
1896 in April and 4,855 in
May), we have around
18,000 plants on the
benches and another 6,000
in the polyhouse. Seed
sowing is now ramping up
to ensure that we will have
plenty of stock on the
benches during spring.
Over winter we will be light
on stock in some species
as we have had an
abundance of orders. Well
over 7,000 plants have
gone out over the last
several weeks and there
are still around 2,000 plants
awaiting
collection.
Volunteers hours were a
total of 1,053 comprising of

352 in March, 294 in April
and 407 in May.
Now that the weather has
cooled down, the weeds
have thankfully slowed
down their growth rate and
volunteers have gotten rid
of most of them from the
nursery.
The pond plants continue to
grow well, having been
placed on the normal
benches, and we have sold
more pond plants since
taking them out of the pond
than we have for the past
few years. The weeds are
much easier to control
when these plants are not
kept in water at the nursery.
With the cooler months now
with us we have had to

make several adjustments
to the watering system as
the plants in some areas
were getting too wet
(particularly
the
polyhouses) and in other
areas too dry, like the trees
which need a hand water
from time to time.
Overall, with the volunteers
continually keeping on top
of the pricking out, cuttings
and weeding, we get many
comments
from
our
customers as to how neat
and tidy the Nursery looks
and the good condition of
the plants, which is a great
compliment to everyone
and a nice reward for all of
the effort put in. Robert

Fighting for the Trees Book Review
Fighting for the Trees by David Berry, President of the
Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society
(BDTPS), tells the story of the society from 1959-2016.
The book was launched at a fiftieth anniversary
celebration of the BDTPS at Blackburn Lake
Information Centre on Saturday June 3. Over 120
people attended, including representatives from local
and state government. The book and celebration pay
tribute to the many determined and far sighted
residents of Blackburn and the City of Whitehorse who
have worked to preserve and enhance the local and
wider environment. Particular tribute was paid to Les
Smith, now in his nineties, who is still an active member
of the BDTPS and who played a leading role in the
society for a great part of the past 50 years – a great
advertisement for environmental activism!
The book is an important social document as it shows how much can be achieved by
individuals and community groups working together with a strong sense of purpose.
Readers of the book, particularly Whitehorse residents, will find many familiar references to
people, places, events and activities (including references to Bungalook and Greenlink
nurseries). The book contains beautiful illustrations of indigenous flora by Iris Hocking and
many photos, newspaper articles, notices, posters and more. The book is a great
compilation of environmental activism. A copy of Fighting for the Trees can be viewed at
Greenlink
nursery
and
the
book
can
be
purchased
from
https://bdtps.wordpress.com/2017/06/07/book-for-sale/ Janet

News from the Field
There has been some rain through the
autumn but some areas are looking quite dry.
The Lythrum salicaria has been cut back after
a spectacular display over autumn. We have
pruned numerous trees, cut back shrubs and
weeded ad nauseam. Always, the name
stakes need replacing. Ted has appropriate
timber and will make more stakes. There will
be more pruning, trees to be removed and
mulching over winter. Helen

News from the Treasurer
Greenlink continues to achieve a strong financial performance and is experiencing a
continuing stream of orders and nursery sales both on open week days and scheduled
sales. Added to this we have been successful in winning a Tender with Melbourne Water.
We have had numerous successful negotiations with suppliers, utilities and local
government reducing our expense lines and making the nursery operation more efficient.
As a result of our performance and anticipated continued sales we are pleased to have
been able to make generous donations to 14 Parklands Advisory Groups within the City of
Whitehorse. For a copy of the minutes from the latest committee meeting, please contact
the secretary: greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com Trevor

Viola hederacea

Acacia acinacea

Pterostylis nutans

The native violet, or ivy-leaf
violet is a versatile groundcover that forms a dense
mat. Tolerates dry to moist
soils and full sun to full
shade. Flowers Oct to Dec.

The gold dust wattle is a
truly delightful little tree or
big shrub. Fast growing and
adaptable, it is perfect for
backyards. Flowers Aug to
Nov. Size: 0.5-2.5m x 2-4m

The nodding greenhood is
a humble little orchid that
enjoys hanging around with
its mates under trees and
amongst leaf litter. Flowers
between May and Dec.

Citizen science at its very best
“BowerBird is a social, webbased, biological sandpit –
where everyone can come
and play.”
At a recent presentation at
the Field Naturalists Club of
Victoria a couple of us
heard Museum Victoria
entomologist,
Dr
Ken
Walker
speak
about
BowerBird,
a
freely
available database of living
organisms: plants, animals
and fungi. Ken is project
manager for BowerBird and
his
enthusiasm
was
infectious!
BowerBird is an example of
citizen science at its very
best. We are all perhaps
more familiar with the
participatory version of
citizen
science
(Koala
count, Frog census, etc.).

BowerBird is observational
citizen science.
BowerBird has been funded
by Museum Victoria, Atlas
of Living Australia and
CSIRO.
It gathers the
images, videos and sounds
of
Australian
nature.
Whether
you
are
a
specialist, citizen scientist,
grey nomad or aspiring
student, BowerBird will let
you share your discoveries
(with
comments,
and
locations).
If you don’t
know exactly what you
have found, others may be
able
to
assist
with
identification. There have
already been significant
‘finds’ via the material
contributed.
Images,
videos and sounds, when
suitably
identified,
are

uploaded to the Atlas of
Living
Australia
(www.ala.org.au) which has
as its vision “… to lead the
digital transformation in
sharing
biodiversity
knowledge …”.
Any records contributed
continue to be attributed to
the contributor in perpetuity.
BowerBird is free to join, as
an individual or as an
organisation.
You can
create your own simple
backyard project, or you
may choose to join one or
more of the many groups
already created.
For more information visit
the BowerBird website:
www.bowerbird.org.au
Anne and Heather

Wetland behind the nursery

IFFA Forum on Provenance in Revegetation
We highly recommend this upcoming Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association event for all
volunteers of indigenous nurseries. Please mark the date in your diaries:

Saturday, 5th August 2017, 10:30 am to mid-afternoon
Mueller Hall, Royal Botanic Gardens, Birdwood Av, Melbourne
Speakers include Dr Maurizio Rossetto (Royal Botanic Garden Sydney); Dr Linda
Broadhurst (Aust. Natl. Herbarium); Dr Liz James (Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne);
Prof Ary Hoffmann (University of Melbourne)
IFFA pioneered the concept of provenance of plants for revegetation in the 1980s. The
concept has been challenged recently on the basis that broadening a species’ local gene
pool by mixing in plants from far afield may assist plant survival under climate change. But
what about all the other matters that favour local provenance? How can we know which
species will cope better or worse with climate change if we mix in non-local genes? And if
we do want to stick with local provenance, how do we overcome practical problems like the
lead time required to collect and raise propagating material prior to planting?
This forum is designed to explain and debate the issues, provide real-life examples and
give everyone an opportunity to contribute, ask questions and network with others.
Lunch to be provided. Cost and registration details to be released later.
Keep an eye on IFFA’s website www.iffa.org.au for updates; we will post them on
Greenlink’s Facebook page when available.

David’s green roof, one year on…looking great!

Many thanks to David McM for sending us the above photo. What a success!

Greenlink Box Hill Inc
At Greenlink Box Hill, we value:
•

every customer who deals with us and provide exceptional service

•

a happy, safe and enthusiastic workplace

•

the high quality of our plants

•

the contribution that everyone makes to our success

•

honesty and ethics in all of our dealings with customers and each other

Greenlink Box Hill Inc. Reg No. A0018547D
President: Robert Jones, Vice President: Heather Eadon, Secretary: Janet Hodgson
Treasurer: Trevor Eddy, Ordinary Members: Suzette Hosken, Karin Godfrey, Emi Luppino
Newsletter editor: Suzette Hosken. All photos taken by S Hosken unless otherwise specified.

