
Greenlink News 

Your local indigenous nursery 
100% run by volunteers 

Regular Open Days 
Saturday Sales Days	

Contact or Visit Us	 Stay in Touch and 
Resources	

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
9.00 to 12.00 plus 
September 10th 
October 8th 
November 5th	

greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com 
41 Wimmera St 
Box Hill North 3129 
0479 121 653  
(Answered Tues & Wed only) 
 

www.greenlinkboxhill.org 
www.facebook.com/ 
greenlinknursery 
www.flickr.com/photos/ 
greenlinkboxhill 
	



News from the nursery	

March – May 2016.	

What a busy quarter we’ve 
had! There’s been a huge 
amount of activity both 
inside the nursery and 
behind the scenes. Over 
February, March, April and 
May, volunteers have 
pricked out 11,824 
seedlings across 74 
different species. This is a 
terrific amount of plants that 
are on the way, which is a 
good thing because tubes 
are walking out the gates at 
the moment. We are well 
and truly into our busy 
season with locals buying 

up plants for their gardens 
along with schools and 
councils planning for 
National Tree Day. Our 
poly house is just about full 
as we try to keep up with 
demand for some of the 
more popular plants, like 
Correas, Lomandra and 
Brachyscome. One week 
we have plenty, and the 
next week 8 racks of the 
same plant have been sold.  

We’ve welcomed and 
enjoyed training several 
new volunteers and been 
glad to see the return of  

	

Thank you to our dedicated and 
committed volunteers 	

looking sad and many have died, although it could have been worse. The good news is we now 
have two shiny, new heat beds that are much more modern and efficient. The breakage also 
prompted an examination of all our wiring and we have had an electrician in to replace the old 
wiring and bring the nursery up to current safety standards. Also new in the nursery is a 
glamorous new sign on our front gate. Lincoln Flynn, the graphic designer who created our logo 
also designed this eye-catching sign. Bendigo Bank very kindly paid for it. This replaces four 
hand-painted, old and rather dog-eared signs. You can’t miss the nursery now!	

some old ones as well. We 
presently have a terrific 
balance of interests, skills, 
abilities and personalities 
amongst our team. 

The Bureau of Meteorology 
has reported that this 
autumn was the warmest 
on record. That possibly 
was fortunate for us 
because our heat beds 
decided to stop working. 
We rely on the warmth of 
the beds to stimulate root 
growth in our cuttings. 
Without the warmth the 
cuttings have sat there	



	
Photos taken at the nursery on a cool autumn morning: 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The Field Team has been working behind the nursery along the bike path and we’ve noticed the 
effects of a long, hot, dry summer and autumn with very little rain. We have done some 
watering but still many plants shriveled up and disappeared. Even the weeds did not survive so 
we have had time to turn our hands to other jobs, like cutting back creepers, cleaning out 
drains, weeding the pond and refilling it (the frogs love us) and generally tidying up. 

Lately we have had the help of two young men and their carer from Nadrasca and we are very 
grateful to them. They have worked so hard pruning, spreading mulch and clearing up. 

Now that we have had some rain we can do some planting and replace the label stakes which 
have been kicked out of the ground or rotted. On the whole, the area is looking quite good after 
such a severe summer.	

Swamp Paperbark. Bushy 
shrub with creamy brush 
flowers in spring. Prefer 
moist soils but tolerate dry 
once established.  
Size: 4-9 x 2-6m	

Billy-buttons. Bold yellow 
globular flowers in spring 
above a basal rosette of 
hairy leaves. Flower spike 
may be up to 60cm tall.	

Ruby Saltbush. A prostrate 
ground-cover, spreading to 
1m diametre. Soft, bluish-
green succulent leaves with 
red berries in spring, 
summer and autumn.	

Melaleuca ericifolia	 Craspedia variabilis	 Enchylaena tomentosa	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
When a certain amount of water evaporates off the balance arm, above, the sensor turns 
on the water spray. You can over-ride this by accidentally touching the balance arm – then 
you are squirted in the face! (Learnt that the embarrassing way) 

With thanks to Sage Horticultural, Trevor, Robert and Heather	

Installation of the new heat beds	



	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Sadly for us, Nicky has 
resigned from the Greenlink 
Committee. This is sad but 
not unexpected news. 
Given her outstanding 
results in her horticulture 
studies and her award at 
the 2015 Melbourne 
International Flower and 
Garden Show, she was 
offered full-time work and 
grabbed the opportunity. 
Nicky was responsible for 
many positive changes at 
Greenlink including the 
watering system overhaul, 
documentation of the new 
plant layout, streamlining 
secretarial and other  

administration duties and of 
course the newsletter. 
Farewell, huge thank you, 
and all the best to Nicky 
from all at Greenlink. 

Meeting summary: We 
enjoyed our May meeting 
over pumpkin soup at 
Trevor and Emi’s house. 
What a standard to set! 
Present were Suzette, 
Robert, Heather, Emi, 
Trevor, Helen and Margaret 
Witherspoon from 
Bungalook. We heard 
reports from the treasurer 
(finances are healthy), 
membership (we welcomed 
13 new members 

 

since the last meeting), 
field team and nursery 
activities. Margaret gave an 
update on Bungalook 
Nursery’s activities. We 
briefly discussed our new 
risks and opportunities 
document and agreed that 
this topic is better tackled 
by sub-committee. We 
discussed many upcoming 
events, not surprising given 
this is our busy season. 
Trevor was voted in as 
temporary secretary (thank 
you Trevor!). For a copy of 
the minutes in full please 
email 
greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com. 

 

News from the committee	



	

	
It is rewarding to work 
alongside other 
volunteers who all share 
a love of our indigenous 
plants and who are so 
willing to share their 
knowledge and expertise. 
I am very grateful for 
Karin’s help on growing 
trees and have her and 

Heather to thank for 
helping Graham and me 
to successfully propagate 
over 100 Allocasuarina 
trees from seed. They are 
now in tubes, in racks, 
their roots being aerially 
pruned, about 30 cm in 
height. We aim to plant 
them on my brother’s 

property in the 
Strathbogie Ranges in 
autumn. This should help 
reintroduce some 
biodiversity on his 
property which was 
extensively cleared for 
grazing. My brother has 
been most impressed at 
our success! 

 

There are many things which I appreciate about working as a volunteer at Greenlink. I am 
learning more about our beautiful indigenous plants – not only by seeing them up close in the 
nursery but also by riding along the Bushy Creek bike path on our way to the nursery each 
week through the year. 

One exciting plant discovery for me this year has been the native broom (pictured below).  One 
rainy day I had to duck under its flower-heavy branches which were overhanging the path. It is 
exciting to think that they were most likely planted originally by the Council or volunteers and 
now seem to have successfully naturalized along the path. (Rewilding in our urban parks?) 
Another plant discovery for me this year is the native tree violet – also beautiful in flower and 
with a distinctive perfume and which has naturalized in local parklands especially around 
Koonung Creek.	

Discoveries and Rewards of Volunteering	

Viminaria juncea, Golden Spray, Native Broom 



I appreciated being invited to see the Council nursery and meet Wayne and other co-
workers. I took the opportunity to ask whether Graham and I could do some planting of 
indigenous plants in the park near where we live in Mont Albert North. I was told that this 
was not possible unless Graham and I acted under the auspices of Greenlink and emailed 
a request to Council from Greenlink for a Greenlink planting day. We received a positive 
response and aim to plant in winter this year. There is a round garden bed (approximately 
15 m diameter) in the middle of the park which contains some plants but also bare tan bark 
at the moment. Just waiting for some Greenlink inspiration! Janet Hodgson 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 

Koonung Secondary 
College visit: In March, a 
Year 10 Science class 
from Koonung Secondary 
College visited the 
nursery. Robert and 
Heather enjoyed giving 
the group a talk about the 
history of Greenlink, 
including showing photos 
from when Bushy Creek 
was just open space with 

no vegetation (just look at 
it now thanks to Greenlink 
volunteers). The class 
walked from school along 
Bushy Creek path and 
could well appreciate the 
work put in to ‘green’ the 
area. The students 
looked through the seed 
house and poly house 
and checked out our  

fridges full of seed. They 
came away with ideas for 
planting at their school 
and were given a voucher 
to kick-start their project. 
During the visit there 
were a fair share of 
students a little more 
engaged with their 
phones than the talk, but 
we still think they learned 
a bit from the visit!

 

	
	
	

Gawler Chain garden bed ready for an over-haul	
	



	
Last year, Greenlink 
sponsored Nicky’s entry 
to MIFGS with supply of 
tubestock and she came 
away with the Student 
Landscaper of the Year 
award. This year we had 
the opportunity to do the 
same with Lincoln Flynn, 
the graphic designer who 
created our new logo and 
sign. Lincoln’s design 
skills have seamlessly 
crossed over into garden 
design, and he created a 
stunning garden for the 
show and collected TWO 
awards: First place in the 

Judges Awards for 
Achievable Gardens and 
the People’s Choice 
Award as voted by the 
general public. From 
Lincoln: “While it’s true 
that not all of the 
Greenlink plants made it 
in to the final display due 
to a combination of 
possums and a slightly 
erratic irrigation system in 
the shadehouse at 
college, the plants that 
were used had pride of 
place at the front of the 
garden and were an 
essential highlight. The 

Brachyscomes provided 
some great colour-
matched filler, the 
Dichondra repens 
softened the edge of the 
water feature and the 
Wahlenbergias were a 
very popular addition to 
the front border…	 The 
garden looked great and 
was received well and 
this just would not have 
been possible without 
your help.” 
Congratulations again to 
Lincoln

 

	

Congratulations to Lincoln Flynn	



	
	
	
	

	
	
At Greenlink Box Hill, we value: 
• every customer who deals with us and provide exceptional service 
• a happy, safe and enthusiastic workplace 
• the high quality of our plants 
• the contribution that everyone makes to our success 
• honesty and ethics in all of our dealings with customers and each other 
 
Greenlink Box Hill Inc. Reg No. A0018547D 
President: Suzette Hosken, Vice President: Robert Jones, Secretary and Treasurer:  
Trevor Eddy, Ordinary Members: Heather Eadon, Helen Treeby, Emi Luppino 

Greenlink Box Hill Inc.	


