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Propagations 
Welcome to the Greenlink news. We are really 

excited to bring you a new look and I am very 

grateful to Leanne, one of our talented 

volunteers, for her assistance. We hope you 

enjoy it. Take time to look at the finer features - 

there is even an adaptation from a drawing of 

Viola hederaceae from the First Fleet.  

There are some interesting projects taking 

shape in the nursery. We are reviewing the plant 

list, considering propagation of additional 

indigenous species, developing new systems to 

better manage planning and assist customers.  

Seed collecting time has the team watching the 

weather and the ripening seeds. We have 

commenced sowing and are now pricking out 

into tubes. Shade cloths are in place, and 

watering is a priority.  

We have new members and volunteers and we 

welcome returning folk. Tea-break is interesting 

and enjoyable and the morning races past.  

As the year draws to a close, we would like to 

sincerely thank all volunteers, past and present 

as well as associates of Greenlink, for all the 

wonderful work and contributions over this and 

past years. 

Nicky   
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Committee Meeting 
Our bi-monthly meetings start at 7.30pm on the 

FIRST WEDNESDAY of even-numbered months 

– Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec at Kerrimuir 

Neighbourhood House, 57 Linda Ave, Box Hill 

North. Our AGM is in August. However the next 

Greenlink Inc Meeting is Wednesday 

February 11th 2014.  

There was a committee meeting held on 

December 3rd. For a copy of the minutes, 

contact the secretary. In attendance were 

Robert Jones, Trevor Eddy, Suzette Hosken, 

Helen Treeby, Geoff Stephens, Brian Pell, 

Heather Eadon and Nicky Mayer. A synopsis of 

the discussions follows: 

The Greenlink Committee held a full and lively 

meeting on Wednesday. We had the usual 

mountains of correspondence, much of which is 

very interesting, but that doesn’t require any 

action from committee. We’ll aim to only table 

the correspondence that requires some action in 

future.  

The president summarised the last couple of 

months, which have been challenging to say the 

least. We give thanks to Michele Burton for her 

hard work over the three and a half years she 

was with Greenlink and wish her well for the 

future. 

Our treasurer, Geoff Stephens, has decided the 

time is right for him to step down. Sincere thanks 

to Geoff who has done a wonderful job with 

consistently detailed work every week of his four 

years in the role. Trevor Eddy was nominated to 

fill the role of treasurer.  

We welcomed and endorsed seven new 

members to Greenlink. Great to have you on 

board Caroline, Andrew, Gwenda, Simon, 

Alison, Jude and Sebastin. 

We heard about the formation of the new 

Nursery Operations Group, NOG, and a report is 

included. We also heard about the exciting 

Urban Forest Project (more on that in future 

newsletters), discussed the layout of the 

nursery, and agreed to purchase new nursery 

software. 

Committee approved financial contributions to 

two of our committee in support of training they 

are undertaking that is relevant to Greenlink’s 

purposes. Nicky Mayer is studying a Diploma in 

Horticulture and Suzette Hosken is attending 

Graeme Lorimer’s Wild Grasses of Victoria 

course. Both received $400 towards their costs. 

The next committee meeting will be held on 

Wednesday 11th February 2015 and all 

members are welcome to attend. Note that this 

is a change of date for next meeting only.  

NOG 
What have the Greenlink volunteers been doing 

in the nursery over the last two months? Plenty! 

We have thrown out many seed trays that were 

getting old and a bit manky and sown a good 

mix of plants including the wattles, pea plants 

and grasses. 

 

We have tubed up cuttings from Goodenia 

ovata, Brachyscome multifida, Correa glabra, 

Correa reflexa, Pimelea humilis and Spyridium 

parvifolium. Some of these tiny plants have large 

roots and care is required to set them vertically 

in the tube, followed by gentle back-filling of 

potting mix around the delicate root hairs. There 

is a saying – ‘the plant never forgets its life in the 

tube’.  

We have pricked out the Eucalypts, again taking 

great care to keep the roots completely straight 

so they can grow into big trees with stable 

foundations. These also require the back-fill 

method so that ‘J’ roots don’t develop. 

We have pricked out many other plants including 

several Acacias, Indigofera australis, Viminaria 

juncea, Kennedia prostrata, Goodia lotifolia, 
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Doodia australis, Hardenbergia violacea and 

Glycine tabacina. 

We have put up shade cloth over all the plants 

including the polyhouses, for the summer. There 

is not much soil in the tubes, so they are very 

prone to drying out as the weather heats up. 

Increasing shade slows down the moisture loss. 

 

We’ve also done a careful plan for numbers of 

each plant so that we don’t prick out too many of 

one species and not enough of another. We are 

very limited by space, so if we have 1000 

Lomandras then we can’t fit in other plants.  

Speaking of other plants, we’ve decided to grow 

a wider variety, as there are many that are 

indigenous to the greater Whitehorse area that 

we do not grow. This is rather exciting and a 

great opportunity to learn more about some less 

familiar plants. 

We have conducted stock takes, discarded dead 

and weaker plants, and the nursery is looking 

terrific with healthy, happy plants, with room for 

those soon to emerge from the polyhouse.  

Activities  

Scotchmans Creek and Valley 

Reserve 
On 16th October, Brian Pell spoke to the Friends 

of Scotchmans Creek and Valley Reserve in 

neighbouring City of Monash, on 16th October. 

Brian spoke on using indigenous plants which 

have low flammability ratings, Greenlink history 

and activities and showed a range of indigenous 

plants suitable for the suburban gardener. 

Sale Day Saturday 18th October  
This was a successful morning and sales were 

surprisingly good. We will offer the opportunity to 

schools and kindergartens in the local area to 

run a cake stall 

Whitehorse Spring Festival 
The City of Whitehorse Spring Festival took 

place on Sunday 19th October. Greenlink had a 

small display near the Field Naturalists, 

Bungalook Nursery, Blackburn Lake and 

ParksWide. It was a very enjoyable day mingling 

with these groups, members of the public, while 

watching kids check out Council’s tractor and 

visitors enjoy their give-away indigenous plants.  

Contact Us 

Nursery Address 

41 Wimmera St 
Box Hill North 3129 
Phone: 0479 121 653 
https://sites.google.com/site/greenlinkboxhill 
www.facebook.com/GreenlinkNursery 
 

All Correspondence 

Greenlink Box Hill Inc 

P.O Box 448 
Blackburn 3130 
Email: greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com 
President: Suzette Hosken 
Secretary: Nicky Mayer 

Credits: Background illustrations adapted from the Endeavour Botanical Collection courtesy the Trustees of the Natural History Museum. 

Photo on front page is of Microseris sp.3, taken by Suzette Hosken. 

https://sites.google.com/site/greenlinkboxhill
http://www.facebook.com/GreenlinkNursery
mailto:greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com
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As part of the festival, Brian Pell gave an 

interview on radio 3WBC on the activities of 

Bungalook and Greenlink nurseries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar 2015 and Volunteering 
Residents of Whitehorse will have received their 

2015 calendars. The theme for the calendar is 

Volunteering. We had some lovely photos taken. 

Here is one of our volunteers, featured with the 

Microseris lanceolata Yam Daisy, featured on 

the banner of the newsletter.  

 

Trending: Vertical Gardens and 

Indigenous Plants! 
Recently a customer purchased several 

Greenlink plants to assist his year 9 son in a 

school project. The project was to take a 

minimum of 40 hours. Students were required to 

choose the project, complete it and present it to 

fellow students, teachers and parents. Nick 

chose to build a vertical garden using 

indigenous plants. Included here are some 

photos of the wall just planted and - 1 month 

later.  

The wall is in direct sun till about 1pm and is 

more shaded in the afternoon. So it has done 

well through a very hot dry November !  
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Newly assembled: 

 

 

One month on: 

 

 

Minette’s Plaque 
In the Frank Sedgman Reserve, Box Hill North, 

near a place significant to the history of 

Greenlink, there is a rock known as Minette’s 

Rock. Greenlink celebrated its 20th anniversary 

at this place near Bushy Creek in 2008. Close 

by, there was a park bench, with 2 

commemorative plaques, until recently – when it 

was burnt by vandals. City of Whitehorse staff 

retrieved the plaques for Greenlink. Minette 

Russell-Young is a very important figure in the 

history of Greenlink.  You can read about her in 

the extract, included below.   

 

 

We are yet to decide how we will display the 

plaques, but they are a wonderful reminder of 

the important role Greenlink has played in the 

re-forestation of Box Hill and surrounds with 

sustainable indigenous plants, even more 

important in these dry times. 

Attendance at Grasses Course 
Suzette is currently attending a course on Wild 

Grasses of Victoria run by Dr Graeme Lorimer. 

We hope to have a summary for next issue.  
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Total Fire Ban Days – a note from 

the City of Whitehorse Bushland 

Coordinator 
Working bees and other organised activities 

such as bird walks and community events will 

not be permitted in bushland areas on Total Fire 

Ban Days. Following a review, it was agreed that 

Bungalook and Greenlink Community Nurseries 

be excluded from the requirement to cancel 

working bee activities at their Nursery sites, as 

the risk at the two locations is considered to be 

acceptable. There is still the requirement for 

compliance with all Total Fire Ban regulations.   

 

 

Did you know? 
The City of Whitehorse has resources on their 

website to assist residents wanting to grow 

indigenous plants. There is even a landscape 

tool to help work out planting needs. Greenlink is 

updating our plant list, soon to be uploaded to 

the website and also available in the nursery. 

The Flora of Melbourne, recently released in a 

new 4th edition, is an authoritative text. There is 

a good explanation of EVCs ‘Ecological 

Vegetation Classes’. The EVC system is the 

way that vegetation patterns have been 

described in Victoria for over a decade. It refers 

to recognisable vegetation types – that are  

Plant Sales and Volunteering 

The nursery is open for sales and volunteering from 9.00-12.00 Tuesday and Wednesday. We also 

open on some Saturdays – see the calendar below. We are closed on fire ban days and when the 

temperature reaches 35°C. Tubes are $2.00 & $2.50.   

We also supply to schools and other organisations. Please call or email to discuss your planting 

requirements. You can find our plant lists and lots of other helpful information on our website. If you 

would like to try volunteering with us, telephone, email or visit.  
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similar in structure, (e.g. height, form, density), 

function (e.g. response to disturbances such as 

fire) and location of landscape (e.g. occurrence 

on plains, mountains, sandy soils, marshes). 

Boundaries between EVCs may be very clear or 

quite diffuse, just like the environments they 

describe e.g. steep gradients, high tide marks, 

cliff edges, and sand deposits. 

Upcoming events 
Nature Photography: Wednesday 4th February 

2015, 7.30pm in the Bull and Bush Room, The 

Grand Hotel, Yarra St, Warrandyte (Mel Ref: 23 

E11). Free entry. Presented by Ian Moodie.  

December Wednesday 3 Bi-monthly meeting 

December Monday 8 Whitehorse Volunteers Christmas afternoon tea 

December Wednesday 17 Nursery closes for Christmas break  

   Greenlink Christmas gathering  

January Tuesday 6 Nursery reopens 

February  Wednesday 11 Bi-monthly meeting 

April Wednesday 1 Bi-monthly meeting 

April Saturday 18 Nursery Open Day 

May Saturday 16 Nursery Open Day 

August Saturday 15 Nursery Open Day 

September Saturday 12 Nursery Open Day 

October Saturday 10 Nursery Open Day 

Calendar 2014-2015 

 

Einadia nutans ssp.nutans 

Nodding Saltbush, Climbing Saltbush 

Size: 30cm x 1.2m Form: Wiry Sprawling shrub 

Requirements: Dryish soils tolerating rocky and 

disturbed sites, full sun, semi-shade 

A useful ground cover for dry banks and 

rockeries, drought resistant once established. 

The Aborigines ate the berries and boiled and 

ate the leaves 

(extract from Flora of Melbourne 4th edition)  

Plant of the month 


